
 

Fine Arts are important during times of trouble 

In the wake of the Coronavirus pandemic that has swept around the globe like a wildfire in the 
plains of Africa and the ensuing “self-quarantine” and “shelter in place” directives, one of the 
things which seem to be keeping people from losing their sanity is the Arts. 

While there are no live performances in front of eager patrons, virtual performances, 
demonstrations, concerts, viewings, etc. have become the rage on all forms of social media. This 
wonderful electronic medium has become home to a vast array of artistic talent for viewing. This 
just demonstrates that Fine Arts are vitally important to society. Locally, the Averitt Center for the 
Arts has been providing visual art demonstrations to help parents fill the hours at home with 
restless children. Virtual music and dance lessons have also been uploaded to the internet.  

Fine Arts are normally put on the back burner and receive a small percentage of funding in public 
and private education in elementary, middle, high schools as well as post-secondary institutions. 
Art centers, theatres, dance studios, concert halls, museums, art galleries, although financially 
supported by many in the general public, are also underfunded by the city, county, state and 
federal governmental agencies. And then you have the artists themselves. Have you ever heard the 
term “starving artist?” 

So, when the Coronavirus pandemic is over and the coast is clear for humans to congregate, mingle 
and enjoy each other’s company again, just remember….those musical and theatrical performances 
and art lessons that you watched on Facebook for weeks and months…go out and experience the 
real thing in person. 

On March 16, the City of Statesboro directed the Averitt Center to halt public performances for 
eight weeks in an attempt to slow the potential spread of the Coronavirus in Statesboro. The 
Averitt team set about postponing and/or cancelling events from that date until May 11, which is 
optimistically the first date when public gatherings can again take place.   

Cancelled events were The Myrna Clayton Experience (April 11), Barefoot Comedy: Andrew Rivers 
(April 16), Paint-n-Party (April 10) and Robert Mac: Stand-up Comedy (April 23). Postponed events 
are Disney’s Frozen Jr., An Evening of Modern Dance, Lady Legends of Country, A Love Song For Miss 
Lydia, Bowls in the Boro and the All Fired Up art sale. The new dates will be released at a later 
time so please check the website at averittcenterforthearts.org. 

Registration will soon get underway for the Averitt Center Summer Art Camps. This annual 
program, sponsored by Synovus, provides kids the opportunity to be creative, have fun, meet new 
friends and start or continue a life-long love of the arts. Full-day or half-day camps are available in 
the areas of dance, theatre, music and visual arts. Campers can be dropped off at the Averitt 
Center as early as 7:30 a.m. and stay as late as 6:30 p.m. Once again, please check the website for 
more information.
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