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Welcome to Statesboro Youth Ballet! We are so glad you have chosen us for your dance 
training! Part of the Averitt Center for the Arts, Statesboro Youth Ballet is the 

community’s only non-profit dance school in the area with an Artistic Director who 
holds a BFA in dance. The program was founded in 2012 under the direction of Jurijs 
Safonovs, and we are proud to be entering into our seventh year. We offer classes for 
ages three to adults, with age-specific class content and levels. Classes are offered in 

Creative Movement, Classical Ballet, Pointe, Classical Variations, Contemporary 
Ballet, Modern, and Tap. Our goal is to develop of lasting love of dance in every 

student, and to provide safe, professional, and technique focused dance education. At 
Statesboro Youth Ballet we focus on performance dance, not competition, and 
developing the quality and artistry on which classical ballet was founded. Each 

student’s safety and growth is our priority, and we provide individualized attention 
and corrections by keeping class sizes small.  

Our Mission 
Keeping in line with the overall mission of the Averitt Center, Statesboro Youth Ballet 

has a goal to bring quality arts opportunities to our community. We strive to offer 
quality dance training to students of all ages, for educational, artistic, and physical 
benefit. It is our desire to prepare students for whatever they choose to pursue in 

life, whether that be performing, dance education, or something outside the field of 
dance. We believe the art of dance has something to offer everyone, and we strive to 

see every student grow and succeed at their own speed. 



MEET OUR INSTRUCTORS 

  Artistic Director 
Taylor Ellen will begin her third year as artistic director of Statesboro Youth Ballet this 
year. She joined the Averitt Center in 2015 as a dance instructor, and stepped into her 
role as artistic director in 2017. She began her dance training at age three in her 
hometown of LaGrange, Georgia at LaGrange School of Ballet where she trained in 
classical ballet, modern, jazz, tap, contemporary and Irish Step Dance until she 
graduated high school in 2011. While there, she learned under the direction of Nancy 
Theusen Gell (Joffrey II, Honolulu City Ballet), and Amy Orr (Augusta Ballet), and 
performed in many ballets including The Nutcracker, Sleeping Beauty, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Peter Pan, and The Wizard of Oz.  

After high school, Taylor attended Belhaven University in Jackson, Mississippi where 
she received her BFA in dance, with an emphasis in classical ballet, and graduated in 
2015. While there, she studied classical ballet, contemporary ballet, modern, 
pedagogy, ballet teaching methods, kinesiology, dance production, composition and 
choreography, and dance ministry. She took regular classes from instructors such as 
Ravenna Tucker Wagnon (Royal Ballet) and Caleb Mitchell (Houston Ballet), and had 
the opportunity to work with some incredible guests such as Henry Danton (Royal 
Ballet), Daniel Ulbricht (New York City Ballet), and Robert Wesner (Neos Dance 
Theatre). She performed many works including Dulcinea in Don Quixote, George 
Balanchine’s Serenade, and Prelude Soloist in Les Sylphides. 

Taylor knew she was passionate about dance education when she began as an assistant 
teacher and student teacher in high school, but it wasn’t until her senior year of 
college that she knew that was the career route she wanted to pursue. Since she 
began at SYB, she has taught creative movement, classical ballet, pointe, classical 
variations, contemporary ballet, modern, tap, jazz, and conditioning. She has 
performed in Statesboro in The Nutcracker, A Christmas Carol, and An Evening of 



Modern Dance, and performed in 2018 in Dancing With The Statesboro Stars, a 
fundraising event for a local domestic violence center. Ellen has choreographed two 
full-length ballets, The Nutcracker and Cinderella, as well as many other pieces. In 
addition to all she does with Statesboro Youth Ballet and The Averitt Center, she also 
teaches classical ballet at The Habersham School in Savannah, Georgia as part of the 
physical education requirements for female students PreK-4th grade. 
  

Assistant Director 
Ashley Casstevens was born in North Carolina, and was raised on Hilton Head Island, 
SC where she began dancing at five years of age. She began her ballet training at 
Hilton Head Dance School and danced many roles there, most memorably Odette/
Odile in Swan Lake, Sugar Plum Fairy in The Nutcracker, and Raymonda 
in Terpsichore.  She received additional training at Charlotte School of Ballet's 
summer program. Joining Columbia City Ballet in 2001, she enjoyed roles in Dracula, 
The Nutcracker, Coppélia, and Beauty and the Beast, which was filmed for South 
Carolina Public Television.  While attending college at University of South Carolina-
Aiken, Ashley received a scholarship as a member of the dance team.  She taught and 
performed with various schools throughout the southeast, as well as in 
Massachusetts.  She began dancing with Savannah Ballet Theatre (SBT) in 2015 and 
assumed roles in The Nutcracker in Savannah, as well as the role of Auntie ‘Em in the 
following spring’s Wizard of Oz production. 

 In 2016, Ashley graduated from American Intercontinental University Cum 
Laude obtaining degrees in Business Administration and Criminal Justice 
and attended The artÉmotion Summer Intensive in Detroit.  She is also an Auxiliary 
Committee Member with the not-for-profit organization, Ballet In The City. In 2017, 
Ashley certified with Youth Protection Advocates in Dance (YPAD) and became an 
Ambassador with artÉmotion this year. In her free time, she enjoys local cuisine, 
reading a good book, Netflix, and traveling to Blowing Rock, NC. Most especially, she 
loves relaxing with her family at their home in Bluffton, SC. It is clear, ballet remains 



a true love and inspiration in her life, and she is grateful to share her passion with 
audiences and other dancers 

Other Instructors: Gennevieve Wright 

Important Dates 
Please save the following dates of important events, auditions, and breaks in 

your calendars! Dates may be subject to change. In general, our classes will follow 
the Bulloch County School Calendar. We observe Fall Break, Thanksgiving Break, 

Christmas Break, Winter Break, Spring Break, Labor Day, and Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. We do not observe Bulloch County School Teacher Work Days.  

In the case of severe weather, hurricanes, or any other immediate weather 
condition, you will be notified via email regarding canceled classes. Please also check 

out Facebook page for updates.  
   

August 5th – Classes Begin 
August 24th – Nutcracker Auditions  

September 2nd – Labor Day (No Classes) 
October 14th – 18th – Fall Break (No Classes) 

November 25th – 29th – Thanksgiving Break (No Classes) 
December 9th – 12th – Nutcracker Tech Week 

December 13th – 15th – Nutcracker Performances 
December 16th – January 5th – Christmas Break (No Classes) 

January 6th – Classes Resume 
January 18th – An Evening of Modern Dance Auditions 

January 20th – Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday (No Classes) 
February 17th – 21st – Winter Break (No Classes) 

March 27th – 28th – An Evening of Modern Dance Performances 
April 6th – 10th – Spring Break (No Classes) 

May 14th – Last Day of Classes 
May 15th – Spring Showcase Dress Rehearsal 

May 16th – Spring Showcase Performance 
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Attendance Policy 

Students should arrive at least five to ten minutes prior to their scheduled class time, 
ready for class. With proper notice, a student may be allowed a fifteen minute 

tardiness. A 
student any later than fifteen minutes late will not be allowed to participate and will 

be asked to sit and observe. Missing the warm up exercises can be dangerous and 
could result in an injury.  

If your child is sick, please bring a doctor’s note and the absence will be excused. If 
your child is injured, he or she will be expected to come and observe class so that 

when 
they are able to rejoin class, they will not have missed any essential information. 
Children who have contracted contagious diseases such as pink eye, chicken pox, 
strep throat, or the flu, or are actively running a fever should not attend class or 

rehearsals. 
Consecutive missed classes should be made up by attending a class of a 

similar level, one level below, or a scheduled private lesson. Any absences during the 
semester must be made up by the end of the same semester. 

If your child must miss one or more consecutive classes, a phone call, email, or direct 
conversation with our Artistic Director is required. More than three absences without 
notification from the student’s parent or guardian may result in the student’s removal 

from our class roster. No refund or credit will be given. 



Level Placement 
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Students in Creative Movement Classes are placed by age. Students in our Training 
Levels are placed in a level that best suits their needs and technical ability, with age 

being a secondary consideration. Our instructors are trained professionals who provide 
age and skill appropriate dance training for young artists. Statesboro Youth Ballet 

offers 
a multi-level system with students progressing from one level to the next at their 

individual pace. Levels are designed for each student to remain in a level for one to 
three years 

before progressing to the next level.  

Returning students will receive their projected level placement for the next year with 
their end of the year evaluations. These are not absolute and may be re-evaluated 

before the start of the year. New students may be asked to take an evaluation class in 
order to be properly placed 

in the level that best suits them. Placement is subject to change solely at the 
discretion 

of the Artistic Director. In the event of any change, parents will be notified in advance 
and a change of schedule and tuition will be implemented if needed.  

Pointe Placement 
The opportunity to train in pointe shoes should be viewed as a privilege and a result 

of hard work and focus in regular ballet classes. To be considered for pointe 
placement, students must be a minimum of 11 years old, be placed in Ballet 3, have 



completed a full year of Pre-Pointe, and be consistent with attendance and dress 
code. Eligible students will be evaluated on an individual basis regardless of age. 
Students who have trained in pointe shoes elsewhere must be re-evaluated before 

they begin in Pointe classes at SYB. 
Students in Ballet 2 are required to take Pre-Pointe in addition to their regular 

technique classes. Students placed in Ballet 3 who have never had pre-pointe or 
pointe 

before may be asked to attend the pre-pointe class or take Pointe 1 in flat ballet 
shoes until they are approved for pointe training. 

If the teacher sees that a student in any pointe level is not able to safely perform 
work at the 

barre or in center in pointe shoes, they, with the approval of the Artistic Director, 
have the right 

to either let the student take pointe class in flat ballet shoes, or return to the pre-
pointe class for additional strengthening exercises and safety. 

Class and Studio Etiquette 
Please remember to show respect to your instructors and fellow students by following 

these simple rules: 

1. Help keep our space clean by throwing away any trash you may have in the 
garbage cans. 

2. Only water bottles are permitted inside the studios. Food and other drinks are 
only permitted in hallway and lobby up front. 

  
3. Dressing appropriately for class is a sign of respect for you teacher, your fellow 

students, and yourself. Dress code for each level has been carefully determined and 
must be adhered to in order to participate in class. No jewelry is allowed in class 
except for small stud earrings. Any other jewelry will be asked to be removed. 

4. Hair should always be worn up and out of the face during class. All ballet levels are 
required 

to wear their hair in a bun. For Creative Movement, a ponytail or bun is allowed. 
For all other forms, hair must be up and out of the face. Students who come to 

class unprepared will not be allowed to participate. 

5. Chewing gum is not permitted during class. 

7. Please keep talking to a minimum during class, especially if your teacher is 
speaking or another student is asking a question. Please raise your hand to ask 
questions. Students being consistently disruptive or disrespectful during class 



may be asked to sit and observe, take a break from class, or have a parent 
meeting with the Artistic Director. 

Dress Code 
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Adhering to dress code has many benefits in a dance class. Uniformity and cleanliness 

allows students to stay focused, allows for ideal range of motion and freedom of 
movement, and provides a disciplined and professional look for an ideal learning 

environment. Students are required to adhere to the dress for each specific class, and 
ballet classes must have their hair in a bun in order to participate in class. Students 

not adhering to dress code may be asked to sit and observe.  
All leotards can be found online at www.dancewearsolutions.com 

Creative Movement 1 

http://www.dancewearsolutions.com
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Leotard: Light Pink “Bloch Kids Microlux Leotard” – #CL5602  

Tights: Ballet pink tights (that cover the feet) 
Skirt: Optional 

Shoes: Leather or canvas pink ballet shoes AND tan tap shoes 
Hair: Ballet bun or ponytail (must be up and out of the face) 

Creative Movement 2 
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Leotard: Lavender “Bloch Kids Microlux Leotard” – #CL5602 

Tights: Ballet pink tights (that cover the feet) 
Skirt: Optional 

Shoes: Leather or canvas pink ballet shoes AND tan tap shoes 
Hair: Ballet bun or ponytail (must be up and out of the face) 

Ballet 1 
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Leotard: Black “Short Sleeve Leotard” – #MT2438 

Tights: Ballet pink tights (that cover the feet) 
Shoes: Canvas or leather pink ballet shoes 

Hair: Ballet bun 
*Skirts not permitted 

Ballet 2 
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Leotard: Black “Classic Tank Leotard” – #MT7491N 

Tights: Ballet pink tights (that cover the feet) 
Shoes: Canvas, pink ballet shoes 

Hair: Ballet bun 
*Skirts not permitted 

Ballet 3 
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Leotard: Black “High Back Pinch Front Leotard” – #MT9700 

Tights: Ballet pink tights (that cover the feet) 
Shoes: Canvas, pink ballet shoes 

Hair: Ballet bun 
*Skirt permitted only with pointe shoes 

Ballet 4 
Leotard: Any style black leotard 

Tights: Ballet pink tights (that cover the feet) 
Shoes: Canvas, pink ballet shoes 

Hair: Ballet bun 
*Skirts permitted only with pointe shoes 

Pointe 1, 2, and 3 
Leotard: Ballet level uniform leotard 

Tights: Ballet pink tights (that cover the feet) 
Skirt: Optional 

Shoes: Pointe shoes (must be approved by instructor) 
Hair: Ballet bun 

Classical Variations 
Leotard: Ballet level uniform leotard 

Tights: Ballet pink tights (that cover the feet) 
Skirt: Optional (practice tutus may also be worn) 

Shoes: Ballet shoes (Pointe 1) or pointe shoes (Pointe 2 and 3) 
Hair: Ballet bun 

Contemporary Ballet 
Leotard: Any color or style 



Tights: Ballet pink or black  
Skirt: Optional 

Shoes: Canvas pink ballet shoes 
Hair: Ballet bun 

Teen & Adult Ballet 
Top: Leotard or exercise top 

Bottom: Tights or exercise bottoms 
Shoes: Ballet shoes 

Hair: Bun, Ponytail, any style out of the face 

Open Ballet  
Leotard: Any color or style 

Tights: Ballet pink tights (must cover the feet) 
Skirt: Optional 

Shoes: Canvas pink ballet shoes 
Hair: Ballet bun 

Modern 1 and 2 
Leotard: Any color or style  

Bottoms: Ballet pink or black tights or black leggings  
Shoes: Bare feet  

Hair: Bun or ponytail (must be out of the face) 

Musical Theatre, Teen & Adult Tap 
Top: Leotard or exercise top 

Bottom: Tights or exercise bottoms 
Shoes: Tan jazz shoes & tan tap shoes 

Hair: Bun, Ponytail (must be out of the face) 

Performance Opportunities 
Statesboro Youth Ballet students are provided with several performance opportunities 

throughout the year. Below is a list of this year’s opportunities and what ages and 
levels are eligible to participate. ALL SYB levels perform in our end of the year Spring 
Showcase. All other performance opportunities are optional and casting is determined 

by auditions. 

The Nutcracker 
Ages 3 – adults | all skill levels| auditions open to the community 

Auditions: Saturday, August 24th, 2019 
Rehearsals: Fridays and Saturdays, September – December 



Performances: December 13th – 15th  

An Evening of Modern Dance 
Ages 12+ | modern dance experience required | auditions open to the community 

Auditions: Saturday, January 18th, 2019 
Rehearsals: Fridays and Saturdays, January – March 

Performances: March 27th - 28th   

Spring Showcase 
Ages 3 – Adult | SYB students only 

No Auditions 
Rehearsals: During regular class time 

Performance: Saturday, May 16th, 2020  


