
 

Averitt Online Academy, Art Adventures and Classes…Oh My!!! 

 For Bulloch County School parents who have chosen Virtual Learning for their children this school year 
but don’t want them to stay home all day, the Averitt Center offers an option…the Averitt Online Academy. 
 Students can bring their Virtual Learning equipment to the Averitt and “do school” in an arts-education 
environment, which is led by Averitt childcare instructor Michelle NeSmith.  
 Staff members are on site to answer questions and encourage students to meet their academic goals. 
Students will also participate in fun art activities. Weekly, daily and drop-in options are available. 
 Currently there are 10 full-time students in various grade levels with eight others using the AOA on a 
drop-in basis. Enrollment is limited by social-distancing requirements but spaces are still available so call 
Averitt Superintendent of Education Tony Phillips at 259-9228 to register. COVID-19 safety procedures are 
strictly observed.  
 Visual arts, dance, theater and music make up the four basic areas of the Art Education classes on the 
Art Center’s three campuses. 
 The Averitt Center offers a wide range of classes for children, teenagers and adults in dance, theater, 
visual arts and music. The visual arts and theater classes are held in eight weeks sessions while others are year-
long courses. All meet in the late afternoon or early evening (homeschool classes meet in the late mornings or 
early afternoons) at one of the three Averitt campuses. Classes are grouped by age and ability level. Tuition 
varies and members do receive discounts. 
 The Averitt’s Art Adventures program enters its third year and is housed this year at the Roxie Remley 
Center for Fine Arts. The class begins at 2:30 p.m. daily and is geared for students who are aged 5 to 11.   
 The program focuses on art exploration, where students have the opportunity to participate in visual arts, 
music, theater and dance in four mini-sessions. Art Adventures at the Averitt follows the Bulloch County School 
System calendar and will not meet during school holidays. Transportation to this program may be available for 
children who attend one of the schools in the city of Statesboro. 
 Let your child’s creativity and passion run free; register today to begin your child’s artistic experiences. 
Enrollment is limited by social-distancing requirements but spaces are still available so call 259-9228 to 
register. COVID-19 safety procedures will be strictly observed. 
 In September, the event season kicks into high gear with an art exhibition opening, the monthly Paint-n-
Party and two high-profile professional music events.  
 On Sept. 24, Dr. Michael Braz is spotlighted in the first of this season’s ONE series, which is 
exclusively sponsored by Brinson, Williams and Groomes Insurance, in the Emma Kelly Theater.  
 The Professor Emeritus of Music at Georgia Southern University is an internationally known pianist, 
music educator and composer. He is the principal keyboardist with the Hilton Head Symphony and also 
performs with the Charleston Symphony and the Savannah Philharmonic. 
 Inducted as an Averitt Center Legend of the Arts in 2009, Dr. Braz is a masterful showman with fabulous 
stories of his world travels that will be told during an in-depth interview session with host Ressie Fuller. And, of 
course, he will also perform! 
 On Sept. 25, the Averitt Center welcomes Marty Haggard, the oldest son of legendary country music 
artist Merle Haggard, to the Emma Kelly Theater.  “A Tribute To My Dad, Merle” will feature Marty honoring 
his late father by singing many of The Hag’s popular hits and reminiscing about life on the road and at home 
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with his dad. Opening the show will be local musicians Drew and Rachel Wiggins, both of whom are Bulloch 
County natives and rising stars in the music world. Bulloch Solutions is the exclusive sponsor of this night of 
exceptional country music. 
 Beginning Sept. 10, Jon Witzky, an instructor of art at Georgia Southern University and owner of 
Sulfur Studios in Savannah, will exhibit his work in the Averitt’s Main Gallery. His paintings are populated with 
ghostly figures and landscapes with powerful auras. 
 On Sept. 11, local artist Lori Wilson leads the monthly Paint-n-Party at the Roxie Remley Center for 
Fine Arts. This month’s picture features a bumblebee in flight, preparing to visit some beautiful blooming sun 
flowers near a vibrant red fence. 
 Due to the ongoing threat of COVID-19 and social distancing guidelines, seating at events and 
enrollment in classes are very limited. There are also no on-line sales. For tickets or to reserve your spot in any 
of our programs, please call 212-2787. 

  
   
 


